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Scope of Thoracic Surgery 

Endoscopy   

Lung surgery    

Esophageal surgery   

Simple congenital    
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Scope of Thoracic Surgery 

Endoscopy*   Complex congenital 

Lung surgery*   Arrhythmia surgery (AF)  

Esophageal surgery*  Heart transplant 

Simple congenital*  Lung transplant 

Valve repair/replacement Ventricular assist devices 

Pacemakers/ICD   VATS/minimally invasive  
      cardiac surgery 

Coronary artery bypass   Robotics 

 

     * 1948: Board of Thoracic Surgery 

2-3 years of training? 
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MILESTONES IN THORACIC SURGERY 

EDUCATION 

1928  First thoracic surgery residency-- Univ.of Michigan 

1948  Board of Thoracic Surgery 

1967  Thoracic Surgery Residency Review Committee 

1971  American Board of Thoracic Surgery 

1977  Thoracic Surgery Directors Association 

1982  Resident Matching Program 

1983  Resident In-Training Examination 

1996  Joint Council on Thoracic Surgery Education 
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Joint Council on Thoracic Surgery 

Education 

American Board of Thoracic Surgery 

Thoracic Surgery Residency Review Committee 

American Association for Thoracic Surgery 

Society of Thoracic Surgeons 

Thoracic Surgery Directors Association 

American College of Surgeons 

Thoracic Surgery Residents Association 
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Pathways to ABTS Certification 

1. Traditional – 5 year GS + 2-3 year CT 

2. Hybrid – 4 year GS + 3 year CT 

3. New – 6 year integrated CT residency 
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I-6 CT Program Requirements 

• Commitment 
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I-6 CT Program Requirements 
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• Abandon Traditional Pathways? 
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I-6 CT Program Requirements 

• Commitment 

• Abandon Traditional Pathways? 

• Buy in from GS, Other Depts/Divisions 

• Variable curriculum 
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MUSC SIX-YEAR INTEGRATED PROGRAM  

IN CARDIOTHORACIC SURGERY 

BLOCK DIAGRAM 

As of 

July 1, 2012 
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I-6 CT Program Requirements 

• Commitment 

• Abandon Traditional Pathways? 

• Buy in from GS, Other Depts/Divisions 

• Variable curriculum 

• Monitoring 

Copyright 2014, used with permission 

from The Society of Thoracic Surgeons.  

All rights reserved. 



I-6 CT Program Requirements 

• Commitment 

• Abandon Traditional Pathways? 

• Buy in from GS, Other Depts/Divisions 

• Variable curriculum 

• Monitoring 

• Case Requirements 
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AMERICAN BOARD OF THORACIC SURGERY 

OPERATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
 

 

 

 • For Residents who started their training before July 1, 2011: 125 major cardiothoracic operations for the last 

three years of training (PGY 4-6), for a total of 375 major cases; For Residents who start their training on or after 

July 1, 2011: 

 

• PGY 1-3: 375 operations averaged over 3 years of which 125 must be cardiothoracic operations, up to 50 which 

may be component cases that include sternotomy and closure, thoracotomy and closure, LIMA takedown, 

saphenous vein harvest, aortic and venous cannulation, proximal and distal anastomosis, other vascular 

anastomosis, gastric/esophageal mobilization. 

 

• PGY 4-6: 125 major cardiothoracic operations for each year, for a total of 375 major cases; 

 

• PGY 1-6: 150 ABS index cases (see below). 

 

• Vascular  25   

• Skin/soft tissue/breast  10   

• Head/neck    5   

• Alimentary tract  20   

• Abdomen  30   

• Operative trauma    5   

• Pediatric  10   

• Plastic    5   

• Lap-basic  30   

• Lap-advanced  10  

Copyright 2014, used with permission 

from The Society of Thoracic Surgeons.  

All rights reserved. 



I-6 CT Program Challenges 

• Negativity and Push Back from other Disciplines 
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I-6 CT Program Challenges 

• Negativity and Push Back from other Disciplines 

• Technical Skills and Clinical Acumen 

• Research 
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CT Surgery Projections 
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Prediction – 

 

   Significant shortage of CT surgeons will 

develop over next two decades. 
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